


[bookmark: _GoBack]After studying many ethical theories this semester, A cross between Virtue Ethics and Duty Ethics. A virtue is a character trait that inclines you to act and react in a moral way. Aristotle says that virtues strike a balance between two extremes. He calls this the “Golden Mean” (Jones, 2017, p.38). The goal with virtue ethics has a purpose to fulfill and become virtuous individuals. Believing everyone is put on this earth for a reason, one of those reasons is to spread the gospel while following his laws. We as people attempt to do this by trying our best to be virtuous individuals. Individuals practice living right by going to church, reading the bible and following the word. This approach to ethics requires an intentional cultivation of one’s character through practicing right living – as Aristotle pointed out, “For we learn a craft by producing the same product that we must produce when we have learned it; we become builders, for instance, by building, and we become harpists by playing the harp (Jones, 2017, p. 40).

Duty ethics is unconditional, and applies to everyone, everywhere. In duty ethics, Kant employs a principle called the “categorical imperative” which states “I should never act except in such a way that I can also will that my maxim should become a universal law” (Jones, 2017, p. 86). I believe that ethics and morality should be unconditional and applies to all. It is called an “imperative” because it tells us what we must do in order to act morally. In other words, it tells us what our moral duty is. It is “categorical” in the sense that it is not hypothetical (or conditional) (Jones, 2017, p. 87). An advantage of this approach is that life is complicated and often requires ethical decisions that have to be made quickly. In situations where norms are not clear or there is insufficient time to calculate costs and benefits, recourse to one’s conscience and moral intuition can be a very effective way to exercise ethical judgment (Strivers, et al., 2012).

Virtue ethics and Duty ethics are the same in a sense that they both require the individual to be a good person and do good things. Virtue ethics says be a virtuous person, do good deeds and those will help make moral decisions. Duty ethics says that everyone has a purpose or duty, and fulfilling that purpose is morally obligated. What if our duty and/or purpose is to become virtuous people?  If so, then virtue ethics and duty ethics go hand in hand. 

